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Office of the Attorney General
Official Opinion

TO:		Lauren Hunter, ASNMSU HEST Senator.

FROM:		Devon Harrison, ASNMSU Attorney General 

DATE: 		April 24th, 2025

TITLE:                      " Procedural Guidance on Appropriation Bill with Incomplete Constituent 			Information ”
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Subject: 
	If a reimbursement/appropriation bill is slowly getting the names of the Constituents who make up the bill, how should the Credentials and Archives standing Committee as well as the ASNMSU Senate proceed?

Applicable Bylaw: 
ASNMSU Bylaws:
“6-11-3. CREDENTIALS AND ARCHIVES COMMITTEE  
A. The ASNMSU Senate Credentials and Archives Committee is established to review the validity of the community service presented by clubs and organizations; and  
B. The ASNMSU Senate Credentials and Archives Committee shall have the following duties: 
1. Ensure all appropriation bill requests for student organizations satisfy community service requirements in the ASNMSU Financial Procedures Manual; and  
2. Designate an organization as service-oriented according to the following procedure: 
.
. 
f. If the organization is newly chartered, they must be active and engaged in community service for at least sixty (60) calendar days before approaching the committee; and  
.
.
i. If community service requirements have not been completed or there is no proof of community service fulfillment at the time of bill submission, the bill is retained in the committee until sufficient proof of completion can be rendered.”  

ASNMSU Financial Procedure Manual:
“7-3-3. MAIN PROVISIONS  
.
.
E. The ASNMSU Senate shall make travel appropriations only if a bill enters first readings by the first regular meeting of the ASNMSU Senate following the return from the trip unless the return from travel is one day prior or on the same day as the first regular meeting of the ASNMSU Senate:  
1. If an appropriation is requested for any travel, as defined by Section 7-4-1, during the time when the ASNMSU Senate is not in session, a bill for the organization may be introduced only if all of the following are met:  
a. The bill is introduced into first readings no later than the second regular meeting of the ASNMSU Senate of the semester succeeding the trip; and  
b. Appropriations for travel occurring more than ninety (90) days after a traveler return shall be taxable and the responsibility of the ASNMSU fee-paying members or organization requesting such appropriations.” 

ASNMSU Senate Funding Disclaimer Form:
	ASNMSU offers partial funding for research, events, projects, competitions, and conference travel through an approved Senate Bill, provided all procedures are properly completed. Please review and adhere to the following rules and regulations. Non-compliance will result in the forfeiture of allocated funds, which will be returned to the ASNMSU Cardinal, Revenue, and/or Expense Fund.
.
.
·  Reimbursements must be submitted within 90 days of purchase. Submissions after this period will incur a 30% taxable amount per IRS regulations, which will be the responsibility of the constituents, clubs, or organizations. Upon completion of the reimbursement process, constituents, clubs, and organizations must sign their reimbursement forms (original or digital signatures only) within 10 business days.
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Opinion Rendered:
The current situation presents a procedural conflict between the operational timelines of the ASNMSU Senate and the constraints of existing financial and procedural policies. The bill in question risks expiring in committee due to:
1. The inability of the C&A Committee to meet after April 24th.
2. Ongoing hiring processes that delay the assignment of specific individuals to the appropriation.
3. A lack of procedural flexibility to pre-approve or temporarily hold appropriations pending name finalization.
Although the C&A Committee’s role in verifying community service hours is crucial, the fiscal team has indicated a willingness to assume verification responsibilities post-hiring. This is a practical solution given the committee’s inactivity during the summer months.
Additionally, the bylaw's rigidity, combined with the IRS-related tax penalties for delayed reimbursements, places an undue burden on students and organizations participating in summer travel. Without procedural flexibility, students are not only penalized by losing access to timely funding but may also face avoidable financial strain.
Recommendations:
1. Temporary Delegation of Duties: The Senate should consider formally recognizing the fiscal team's role in verifying community service during the summer recess, ensuring bills are not indefinitely delayed due to committee inactivity.
2. Legislative Review: It is recommended that the Senate review and potentially amend the Bylaws and Financial Procedures Manual to allow for:
a. Conditional approval of bills pending constituent assignment.
b. Provisional reviews when travel occurs outside of regular sessions.
3. Student-Centered Reform: Procedural modifications should prioritize reducing unnecessary financial burdens on students, especially related to summer travel and associated reimbursements.
Should you have any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate to reach out.
Best,
Devon L. Harrison - he / him / his
ASNMSU Attorney General 
Email: asnmsuag@nmsu.edu

Ruben Morales - he / him / his
ASNMSU Deputy Attorney General 
Email: asnmsu_dag@nmsu.edu
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